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Armenians, Hmong and other groups feel US race and ethnicity 
categories don’t represent them 


Sophia Armen, chair of the Census Committee of the Armenian National Committee of America-Western Region poses 
for a photo in Glendale, Calif. on Friday, May 17, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Aruba enjoyed yet another 


successful Soul Beach Music Festival 
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By TERRY TANG and 
MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
The federal government recently re- 
classified race and ethnicity groups in 
an effort to better capture the diversity 
of the United States, but some groups 
feel the changes miss the mark. 
Hmong, Armenian, Black Arab and Bra- 
zilian communities in the U.S. say they 
are not represented accurately in the 
official numbers. While the revisions 
were widely applauded, these commu- 
nities say the changes have created a 
tension between how the federal gov- 
ernment classifies them versus how they 
identify themselves. 
The groups say money, political power 
and even health could be at stake. 
Being lumped into the wrong column 
can mean a gain or loss of government 
funds that are distributed based on 
data. For some, it’s about their identity 
and feeling seen by their own country. 
The Office of Management and Budget 
said the working group that oversaw 
the revisions held 94 “listening sessions” 
with many advocacy groups, academ- 
ics and the general public, and it will 
continue to reach out to communities. 


Continued on Page 2 


How Aruban beaches came to be! 


Page 11 
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Armenians, Hmong and other groups feel US race and ethnicity 
categories don’t represent them 


Continued from Front 


HMONG AND THE SECRET 
WAR 
During the Vietnam War 
and unbeknownst to the 
American public, the CIA 
recruited Lao and Hmong 
people to fight the spread 
of 
communism 
through- 
out Southeast Asia. Tens 
of thousands of Hmong 
soldiers died while others 
fled to the U.S. as a result 
of what became known as 
the “secret war.” 
By the 1970s, many Hmong 
had resettled in Minneso- 
ta, Wisconsin and central 
California. Today, Hmong 
in the U.S. number more 
than 300,000. Some states 
recognize Hmong and Lao 
veterans with annual cer- 
emonies, and in April, the 
Wisconsin governor signed 
a 
law 
mandating 
that 
Hmong American history 
be taught in schools. 
Given their history fighting 
in that region for the U.S., 
many Hmong feel strongly 
that they should be classi- 
fied as Southeast Asian. But 
because China is consid- 
ered the Hmong ancestral 
homeland, the U.S. Census 
Bureau categorized them 
as East Asian after the 2020 
census. 
“That has been very hurt- 
ful to our elders and to our 
veterans who sacrificed so 
much to get us here to this 
country after everything 
they did to help the U.S. dur- 
ing the Vietnam War,” said 
May yer Thao, president 
and CEO of the St. Paul, 
Minnesota-based 
Hmong 
American 
Partnership.The 
East Asian label also pains 
them because the Hmong 
were oppressed in China 
as an ethnic minority and 
sought refuge in Cambo- 
dia, Laos and Vietnam, 
according to Quyên Dinh, 
executive director of the 
Washington, 
D.C.-based 
Southeast Asia Resource 
Action Center. 
Those who object to the 
classification also have a 
practical concern: the East 
Asian grouping could hide 
socioeconomic disparities 
between Hmong and other 
Asian households that need 
to be addressed. The per 


capita income of Hmong 
was almost $26,000, while it 
was more than $53,000 for 
Asians overall, according 
to the 2022 American Com- 
munity Survey. 
“We are still one of the most 
impoverished communities 
in this nation,” Thao said. 
The Census Bureau says it’s 
working with the Hmong 
community to improve their 
classification. 
THE EXCLUDED 
BACKGROUNDS 
When the government re- 
vised its race and ethnicity 
standards in March — it’s 
first major alteration since 
1997 — its seven categories 
included a new one, Mid- 
dle Eastern or North Afri- 
can, or MENA. The revisions 
also encouraged detailed 
data collection about re- 
spondents’ 
backgrounds, 
such as African American, 
Jamaican and Haitian un- 
der the Black category. 
Missing from the list of 
backgrounds 
under 
the 
new MENA category: Black 
Arabs from such countries 
as Somalia and Sudan, 
and Armenians. The groups 
were left out after a 2015 
field test by the Census Bu- 
reau found that most Arme- 


nians still identified as white 
and most Somali and Suda- 
nese respondents identified 
as Black even when MENA 
was an option. 
Some advocates said the 
decision to omit Black Ar- 
abs from being included 
in the MENA category was 
based on outdated re- 
search. 
For many Armenian Ameri- 
cans, not having their own 
category amounts to an 
existential threat as a large 
part of their diaspora’s cul- 
ture is now concentrated 
in the United States. Ethnic 
Armenians also have com- 
munities 
around 
Europe 
and the Middle East, in par- 
ticular Lebanon. 
Many are descendants of 
those who fled the 1915 
campaign 
by 
Ottoman 
Turks in which some 1.5 mil- 
lion Armenians died in mas- 
sacres, deportations and 
forced marches. The atroc- 
ities, which emptied many 
ethnic areas in eastern Tur- 
key, are widely viewed by 
historians as genocide. Tur- 
key rejects the description 
of genocide, saying the toll 
has been inflated and that 
those killed were victims of 
civil war and unrest during 


World War I. 
Without Armenian inclusion 
in the MENA subcategories, 
many will likely categorize 
themselves as being from 
a different country. That 
could diminish their official 
numbers and reduce their 
power when it comes to re- 
drawing political districts in 
places with large Armenian 
communities, said Sophia 
Armen, chair of the Census 
Taskforce of the Armenian 
National 
Committee 
of 
America-Western Region. 
“We will now be under- 
counted 
by 
potentially 
hundreds of thousands of 
people,” Armen said. “It 
spells out a very real de- 
struction of Armenian iden- 
tity in the next two genera- 
tions.” 
During the last redistricting 
round following the 2020 
census, Armenians in great- 
er Los Angeles — which has 
the largest concentration 
of Armenians outside Arme- 
nia — were almost split up 
into different city districts, 
but the redistricting plan 
was modified after they 
sounded the alarm. There 
are an estimated 460,000 
Armenian Americans in the 
U.S., with half living in Cali- 


fornia, according to the 
2022 American Community 
Survey. 
Being identified in the data 
correctly also is important to 
local health departments. 
It can influence anything 
from vaccination outreach 
in the proper language to 
tailoring health campaigns 
for specific communities. 
Armenian Americans, for 
instance, are more likely 
to suffer from hypertension 
than the general popula- 
tion, but there’s not a lot of 
data. 
MANY BRAZILIANS IDENTIFY 
AS HISPANIC 
A coding error last year in 
an annual Census Bureau 
survey 
offered 
unprec- 
edented insight into how 
large numbers of Brazilians 
in the U.S. identify as His- 
panic or Latino. 
An analysis by Pew Re- 
search 
Center 
showed 
that the coding mistake 
revealed at least 416,000 
Brazilians, or more than 
two-thirds of Brazilians in the 
U.S., also identified as His- 
panic in the 2020 American 
Community Survey. 
Usually, if someone marks 
Hispanic and Brazilian on 
the survey, they are recod- 
ed as “not Hispanic” when 
the numbers are crunched. 
Not including Brazilians, or 
Haitians for that matter, in 
the definition of Hispanic 
or Latino, means that large 
numbers 
of 
Afro-Latinos 
aren’t counted, Michelle 
Bueno Vásquez, a Ph.D. 
candidate in political sci- 
ence at Northwestern Uni- 
versity, wrote the Office of 
Management and Budget. 
“The OMB as it stands fails 
Latinos, especially Afro-La- 
tinos who continually suffer 
double discrimination and 
marginalization, on top of 
statistical invisibility, in the 
United States,” she said. 
Researching the impacts 
of categorizing Brazilians as 
Hispanic was among the 
recommendations a Cen- 
sus Bureau advisory com- 
mittee made last month. 
“Policy is driven by data, first 
and foremost,” Armen said 
of people who feel missed 
in the classifications. “It just 
seems like we are purpose- 
ly being ignored.”q 


Sophia Armen, chair of the Census Committee of the Armenian National Committee of America- 
Western Region , second from right, poses for a photo with members of the Armenian-American 
Census Coalition in Glendale, Calif. on Friday, May 17, 2024. From left to right, Taleene Armen, 
Dr. Armond Aghakhanian, Adrin Nazarian, Suzie Abajian, Edward Barsumian, Sarfis Balkhian, and 
Naira Shirinian. 
Associated Press 
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By DIDI TANG 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Busi- 
ness is good at “the firm.” 
The eight-person team at 
the State Department is 
leading Washington’s ef- 
forts to ease the economic 
blowback for countries tar- 
geted by China. 
It emerged in the scramble 
to help Lithuania during a 
spat with China over Tai- 
wan two years ago. Today, 
“the firm” is helping grow- 
ing numbers of nations 
cope with what diplomats 
call economic coercion 
from Beijing. 
Countries “knock on the 
door, they call,” Undersec- 
retary of State Jose Fernan- 
dez told The Associated 
Press in a recent interview. 
“We run a consulting firm 
that does not have to ad- 
vertise for clients, as they 
come.” Led by State De- 
partment 
senior 
adviser 
Melanie Hart, the group 
reviews vulnerabilities and 
develops 
responses 
for 
countries that are cut off 
or fear losing trade with 
global powerhouse China. 
Since the group’s launch 
with Lithuania, more than 
a dozen countries have 
approached the Biden ad- 
ministration for assistance, 
Fernandez said. 


The effort comes as Wash- 
ington is stepping up its 
campaign to push back 
at China’s global influence 
and 
tensions 
grow 
be- 
tween the rivals. 
The Chinese Embassy in 
Washington took issue with 
the notion that Beijing is us- 
ing economic pressure on 
other countries, calling it 
“completely unfounded.” 
The United States, it said, 
was the one bullying China 
economically by abusing 
export 
controls, 
treating 


Chinese companies unfair- 
ly and labeling Beijing as a 
perpetrator of economic 
coercion. 
Fernandez said that is a 
tactic China “is using over 
and over. They believe that 
intimidation works. That’s 
why we got into the act. 
The time had come to stop 
this thing.” 
For example, when a Nor- 
wegian committee in 2010 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize to a Chinese dissi- 
dent, Beijing stopped buy- 


ing salmon from the Nordic 
country. Two years later, 
China 
rejected 
banana 
imports from the Philippines 
over a territorial dispute 
in the South China Sea. In 
2020, Beijing responded to 
Australia’s call for an inves- 
tigation into the origin of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
by raising tariffs on Austra- 
lian barley and wines. 
Then came Lithuania. In 
late 2021 and early 2022, 
Lithuanian businesses saw 
their cargo shipments to 


and from China stranded, 
and they were warned by 
major European businesses 
that Lithuanian-made auto 
parts would be barred from 
products for the Chinese 
market. That came after 
Lithuania allowed Taiwan’s 
de-facto embassy in Vilnius 
to bear the name Taiwan, 
instead of Taipei Taiwan’s 
capital city as preferred 
by Beijing. China considers 
the self-governed island to 
be part of Chinese territory 
and protested the use of 
Taiwan. 
Instead of caving in, the 
northern European country 
asked for help. The U.S. and 
its allies stepped up. 
American diplomats sought 
new markets for Lithuanian 
goods. The Export-Import 
Bank in Washington pro- 
vided Vilnius with $600 mil- 
lion in export credit, and 
the Pentagon signed a pro- 
curement agreement with 
the country. 
And “the firm” kept at it. The 
State Department works as 
the first line of response and 
can coordinate with other 
U.S. agencies to reach 
“every tool that the U.S. 
government has,” accord- 
ing to a department of- 
ficial who asked not to be 
named to discuss details of 
the team.q 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Libertarian Party on Sunday 
nominated party activist 
Chase Oliver for president, 
rejecting former President 
Donald Trump and Robert 
F. Kennedy Jr. after they 
each spoke at the party’s 
convention. 
Third parties have rarely 
been competitive in U.S. 
presidential elections and 
the Libertarian candidate 
four years ago won 1% of 
the vote. But the party’s 
decision is getting more at- 
tention this year due to the 
rematch between Trump 
and Democratic President 
Joe Biden, which could 
hinge again on small vote 


margins in a handful of 
contested states. 
“We did it! I am officially 
the presidential nominee,” 
Oliver posted Sunday on X, 
formerly Twitter. “It’s time to 
unify and move forward for 
liberty.” 
Trump 
appeared 
Satur- 
day night in Washington 
at the convention to give 
a speech that was repeat- 
edly booed by many in 
the room. It did not pay off 
with the endorsement he 
requested, though his Re- 
publican allies on Sunday 
praised him for choosing 
to go before an unfriendly 
crowd. 
Kennedy got a friendlier 


reception when he spoke 
on Friday and attacked 
both Trump and Biden for 
how they addressed the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He 
had talked up his support 
for the Libertarians and an 
endorsement could have 
helped him expedite the 
process of gaining ballot 
access in all 50 states, per- 
haps the biggest hurdle he 
faces in qualifying for the 
first presidential debate in 
June hosted by CNN. 
Libertarians prioritize small 
government and individual 
freedoms, with a mix of pol- 
icy positions that could be 
seen as liberal, conserva- 
tive or neither. 


Oliver is an activist from At- 
lanta who previously ran 
for the U.S. Senate and U.S. 
House from Georgia. q 


Lithuanian and European Union flags fly outside the Lithuanian Embassy in Beijing, Dec. 16, 2021. 
Associated Press 


China has threatened trade with some countries after feuds. 
They’re calling ‘the firm’ for help 


Libertarian Chase Oliver, candidate for Georgia’s U.S. Senate 
seat, listens during a debate, Oct. 16, 2022, in Atlanta, Ga. 
Associated Press 


Libertarians nominate Chase Oliver for president, spurning both 
Trump and Kennedy 
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By BRUCE SCHREINER and 
JULIO CORTEZ 
Associated Press 
A series of powerful storms 
swept over the central and 
southern U.S. over the Me- 
morial Day holiday week- 
end, killing at least 21 peo- 
ple and leaving a wide trail 
of destroyed homes, busi- 
nesses and power outages. 
The 
destructive 
storms 
caused deaths in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and 
Kentucky and were just 
north of an oppressive, ear- 
ly season heat wave setting 
records from south Texas to 
Florida. 
Forecasters said the se- 
vere weather could shift to 
the East Coast later Mon- 
day and warned millions 
of people outdoors for the 
holiday to watch the skies. 
Kentucky Gov. Andy Bes- 
hear, who earlier declared 
a state of emergency, said 
at a Monday press confer- 
ence that four people had 
died in four different coun- 
ties. 
The death toll of 21 also 
included 
seven 
deaths 
in Cooke County, Texas, 
from a Saturday tornado 
that tore through a mobile 
home park, officials said, 
and eight deaths across Ar- 
kansas. 
Two people died in Mayes 
County, Oklahoma, which 
is east of Tulsa, authorities 


said. The injured included 
guests at an outdoor wed- 
ding. 
The latest community left 
with shattered homes and 
no power was the tiny 
Kentucky 
community 
of 
Charleston, which took a 
direct hit Sunday night from 
a tornado that the gover- 
nor said appeared to be 
on the ground for 40 miles 
(64 kilometers). 
“It’s a big mess,” said Rob 
Linton, who lives in Charles- 
ton and is the fire chief of 


nearby Dawson Springs, hit 
by a tornado in 2021. “Trees 
down everywhere. Houses 
moved. Power lines are 
down. 
No utilities whatsoever no 
water, no power.” 
Further east, some rural ar- 
eas of Hopkins County hit 
by the 2021 tornado around 
the community of Barns- 
ley were damaged again 
Sunday night, said county 
Emergency Management 
Director Nick Bailey. 
“There were a lot of people 


that were just getting their 
lives put back together 
and then this,” Bailey said. 
“Almost the same spot, the 
same houses and every- 
thing.” 
Beshear has traveled to 
the area where his father 
grew up several times for 
ceremonies where people 
who lost everything were 
given the keys to their new 
homes. 
The visits came after a se- 
ries of tornadoes on a ter- 
rifying night in December 


2021 killed 81 people in 
Kentucky. 
“It could have been much 
worse,” Beshear said of 
the Memorial Day week- 
end storms. “The people of 
Kentucky are very weath- 
er aware with everything 
we’ve been through.” 
More than 500,000 custom- 
ers across the eastern U.S. 
were without power Mon- 
day afternoon, including 
about 170,000 in Kentucky. 
Twelve states reported at 
least 10,000 outages, ac- 
cording to PowerOutage. 
us. 
The area on highest alert 
for severe weather Mon- 
day is a broad swath of the 
eastern U.S., from Alabama 
to New York. 
President Joe Biden sent 
condolences to the families 
who had people killed. He 
said the Federal Emergen- 
cy Management Agency is 
on the ground conducting 
damage assessments and 
he has contacted gover- 
nors to see what federal 
support they might need.. 
It’s been a grim month 
of tornadoes and severe 
weather in the nation’s 
midsection. 
Tornadoes 
in 
Iowa 
last 
week left at least five peo- 
ple dead and dozens in- 
jured. Storms killed eight 
people in Houston earlier 
this month. q 


Damage is seen at a truck stop the morning after a tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, 
in Valley View, Texas. 
Associated Press 


At least 21 dead in Memorial Day weekend storms that devastated 
several US states 


CHICAGO (AP) — A Chi- 
cago man convicted of 
murder based in part on 
testimony from a legally 
blind eyewitness is suing the 
city and the police depart- 
ment. 
A judge convicted Darien 
Harris in 2014 in connec- 
tion with a fatal shooting 
at a South Side gas station 
in 2011. He was 12 years 
into a 76-year prison sen- 
tence when he was freed 
in December after The Ex- 
oneration Project showed 
that the eyewitness had 
advanced glaucoma and 
lied about his eyesight is- 
sues. Harris was 30 years old 


when he went free. 
Harris filed a federal civil 
rights lawsuit in April alleg- 
ing police fabricated evi- 
dence and coerced wit- 
nesses into making false 
statements, the Chicago 
Tribune reported Monday. 
He told the newspaper that 
he is still struggling to put his 
life back together. 
“I don’t have any finan- 
cial help. I’m still (treated 
like) a felon, so I can’t get 
a good job. It’s hard for 
me to get into school,” he 
said. “I’ve been so lost. … 
I feel like they took a piece 
of me that is hard for me 
to get back.” A message 


The Associated Press left on 
the city’s Law Department 
main line seeking comment 
Monday wasn’t immedi- 
ately returned. The depart- 
ment provides attorneys for 
the city, its departments 
and its employees. 
Harris was an 18-year-old 
high school senior when he 
was arrested. The legally 
blind 
eyewitness 
picked 
Harris out of a police lineup 
and identified him in court. 
The 
eyewitness 
testified 
that he was riding his mo- 
torized scooter near the 
gas station when he heard 
gunshots and saw a person 
aiming a handgun. q 


Darien Harris walks toward his wife’s vehicle outside Cook 
County Jail after prosecutors dropped charges against Harris for 
a fatal 2011 shooting, Dec. 19, 2023, Cook County, Ill. 
Associated Press 


Man convicted of Chicago murder based on blind witness’ 
testimony sues city, police 
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By MELANIE LIDMAN, 
TIA GOLDENBERG and 
SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press 
TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu 
acknowledged 
Monday that a “tragic mis- 
take” had been made after 
an Israeli strike in the south- 
ern Gaza city of Rafah set 
fire to a tent camp housing 
displaced Palestinians and, 
according to local officials, 
killed at least 45 people. 
The strike only added to the 
surging international criti- 
cism Israel has faced over its 
war with Hamas, with even 
its closest allies expressing 
outrage at civilian deaths. 
Israel insists it adheres to in- 
ternational law even as it 
faces scrutiny in the world’s 
top courts, one of which last 
week demanded that it halt 
the offensive in Rafah. 
Netanyahu did not elabo- 
rate on the error. Israel’s mili- 
tary initially said it had car- 
ried out a precise airstrike on 
a Hamas compound, killing 
two senior militants. 
As details of the strike and 
fire emerged, the military 
said it had opened an in- 
vestigation into the deaths 
of civilians. 
Sunday 
night’s 
attack, 
which appeared to be 
one of the war’s deadliest, 
helped push the overall Pal- 
estinian death toll in the war 
above 36,000, according 
to the Gaza Health Ministry, 
which does not distinguish 
between fighters and non- 
combatants in its tally. 
“Despite our utmost efforts 
not to harm innocent civil- 
ians, last night, there was a 
tragic mistake,” Netanyahu 
said Monday in an address 
to Israel’s parliament. “We 
are investigating the inci- 
dent and will obtain a con- 
clusion because this is our 
policy.” 
Mohammed Abuassa, who 
rushed to the scene in the 
northwestern neighborhood 
of Tel al-Sultan, said rescu- 
ers “pulled out people who 
were in an unbearable 
state.” 
“We pulled out children who 
were in pieces. We pulled 
out young and elderly peo- 
ple. The fire in the camp was 
unreal,” he said. 


At least 45 people were 
killed, according to the 
Gaza Health Ministry and 
the Palestinian Red Cres- 
cent rescue service. The 
ministry said the dead in- 
cluded at least 12 women, 
eight children and three 
older adults, with another 
three bodies burned be- 
yond recognition. 
In a separate development, 
Egypt’s military said one of 
its soldiers was shot dead 
during an exchange of fire 
in the Rafah area, without 
providing further details. Is- 
rael said it was in contact 
with Egyptian authorities, 
and both sides said they 
were investigating. 
An initial investigation found 
that the soldier had respond- 
ed to an exchange of fire 
between Israeli forces and 
Palestinian militants, Egypt’s 
state-owned Qahera TV re- 
ported. Egypt has warned 
that Israel’s incursion in Ra- 
fah could threaten the two 
countries’ 
decades-old 
peace treaty. 
Rafah, the southernmost 
Gaza city on the border with 
Egypt, had housed more 
than a million people about 
half of Gaza’s population 
displaced from other parts 
of the territory. Most have 
fled once again since Israel 
launched what it called a 
limited incursion there ear- 
lier this month. Hundreds of 
thousands are packed into 


squalid tent camps in and 
around the city. 
Elsewhere in Rafah, the di- 
rector of the Kuwait Hos- 
pital, one of the city’s last 
functioning medical cen- 
ters, said it was shutting 
down and that staff mem- 
bers were relocating to a 
field hospital. Dr. Suhaib 
al-Hamas said the decision 
was made after a strike 
killed two health workers 
Monday at the entrance to 
the hospital. 
Netanyahu says Israel must 
destroy what he says are 
Hamas’ last remaining bat- 
talions in Rafah. The militant 
group launched a barrage 
of rockets Sunday from the 
city toward heavily popu- 
lated central Israel, setting 
off air raid sirens but causing 
no injuries. 
The strike on Rafah brought 
a new wave of condemna- 
tion, even from Israel’s stron- 
gest supporters. 
The U.S. National Security 
Council said in a statement 
that the “devastating imag- 
es” from the strike on Rafah 
“are heartbreaking.” It said 
the U.S. was working with 
the Israeli military and others 
to assess what happened. 
French President Emmanu- 
el Macron was more blunt, 
saying “these operations 
must stop” in a post on X. 
“There are no safe areas 
in Rafah for Palestinian ci- 
vilians. I call for full respect 


for international law and 
an immediate ceasefire,” 
he wrote. 
The Foreign Office of Ger- 
many, which has been a 
staunch supporter of Israel 
for decades, said “the im- 
ages of charred bodies, in- 
cluding children, from the 
airstrike in Rafah are un- 
bearable.” 
“The exact circumstances 
must be clarified, and the 
investigation 
announced 
by the Israeli army must now 
come quickly,’ the ministry 
added. 
“The 
civilian 
population 
must finally be better pro- 
tected.” 
Qatar, a key mediator in at- 
tempts to secure a cease- 
fire and the release of hos- 
tages held by Hamas, said 
the Rafah strike could “com- 
plicate” talks, Negotiations, 
which appear to be restart- 
ing, have faltered repeat- 
edly over Hamas’ demand 
for a lasting truce and the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces, 
terms Israeli leaders have 
publicly rejected. 
The Israeli military’s top le- 
gal official, Maj. Gen. Yifat 
Tomer-Yerushalmi, said au- 
thorities were examining 
the strike in Rafah and that 
the military regrets the loss 
of civilian life. 
Speaking to an Israeli law- 
yers’ conference, Tomer- 
Yerushalmi said Israel has 
launched 70 criminal inves- 


tigations into possible viola- 
tions of international law, 
including the deaths of ci- 
vilians, the conditions at a 
detention facility holding 
suspected militants and the 
deaths of some inmates in 
Israeli custody. She said in- 
cidents of property crimes 
and looting were also being 
examined. 
Israel has long maintained it 
has an independent judicia- 
ry capable of investigating 
and prosecuting abuses. But 
rights groups say Israeli au- 
thorities routinely fail to fully 
investigate violence against 
Palestinians and that even 
when soldiers are held ac- 
countable, the punishment 
is usually light. 
Israel has denied allega- 
tions of genocide brought 
against it by South Africa at 
the International Court of 
Justice. 
Last week, the court or- 
dered Israel to halt its Rafah 
offensive, a ruling it has no 
power to enforce. 
Separately, the chief pros- 
ecutor at the International 
Criminal Court is seeking 
arrest warrants against Ne- 
tanyahu and Israeli Defense 
Minister Yoav Gallant, as 
well as three Hamas leaders, 
over alleged crimes linked 
to the war. 
The ICC only intervenes 
when it concludes that the 
state in question is unable or 
unwilling to properly prose- 
cute such crimes. 
Israel says it does its best to 
adhere to the laws of war 
and says it faces an enemy 
that makes no such com- 
mitment, embeds itself in 
civilian areas and refuses to 
release Israeli hostages un- 
conditionally. 
Hamas triggered the war 
with its Oct. 7 attack into 
Israel, in which Palestinian 
militants killed some 1,200 
people, mostly civilians, and 
seized some 250 hostages. 
Hamas still holds about 100 
hostages and the remains of 
around 30 others after most 
of the rest were released 
during a cease-fire last year. 
Around 80% of Gaza’s 2.3 
million people have fled 
their homes, severe hunger 
is widespread and U.N. offi- 
cials say parts of the territory 
are experiencing famine.q 


Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli strike where displaced people were staying in 
Rafah, Gaza Strip, Monday, May 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Netanyahu acknowledges ‘tragic mistake’ after Rafah strike kills 
dozens of Palestinians 
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By STEPHANIE LIECHTENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Iran has fur- 
ther increased its stockpile 
of uranium enriched to near 
weapons-grade levels, ac- 
cording to a confidential re- 
port on Monday by the United 
Nations’ nuclear watchdog, 
the latest in Tehran’s attempts 
to steadily exert pressure on 
the international community. 
Iran is seeking to have eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed 
over the country’s contro- 
versial nuclear program lifted 
in exchange for slowing the 
program down. The program 
as all matters of state in Iran 
are under the guidance of 
Iran’s supreme leader, Aya- 
tollah Ali Khamenei, and 
that likely won’t change 
in the wake of last week’s 
helicopter crash that killed 
Iran’s president and foreign 
minister. 
The report by the Internation- 
al Atomic Energy Agency also 
comes against the backdrop 
of heightened tensions in the 
wider Middle East over the 
ongoing Israel-Hamas war. 
Israel and Iran have carried 
out direct strikes on each 
other’s territory for the first 
time last month. 
The report, seen by The As- 
sociated Press, said that as 
of May 11, Iran has 142.1 
kilograms (313.2 pounds) of 


uranium enriched up to 60% 
an increase of 20.6 kilograms 
(45.4 pounds) since the last 
report by the U.N. watchdog 
in February. Uranium enriched 
at 60% purity is just a short, 
technical step away from 
weapons-grade levels of 90%. 
By IAEA’s definition, around 
42 kilograms (92.5 pounds) of 
uranium enriched to 60% is 
the amount at which creating 
one atomic weapon is theo- 
retically possible if the mate- 
rial is enriched further, to 90%. 


Also as of May 11, the report 
says Iran’s overall stockpile 
of enriched uranium stands 
at 6,201.3 kilograms (1,3671.5 
pounds), which represents an 
increase of 675.8 kilograms 
(1,489.8 pounds) since the 
IAEA’s previous report. Iran 
has maintained its nuclear 
program is for peaceful 
purposes only, but the IAEA 
chief, Rafael Mariano Grossi, 
has previously warned that 
Tehran has enough uranium 
enriched to near-weapons- 


grade levels to make “sever- 
al” nuclear bombs if it chose 
to do so. He has acknowl- 
edged the U.N. agency can- 
not guarantee that none of 
Iran’s centrifuges may have 
been peeled away for clan- 
destine enrichment. 
Tensions have grown be- 
tween Iran and the IAEA since 
2018, when then-President 
Donald Trump unilaterally 
withdrew the United States 
from Tehran’s nuclear deal 
with world powers. Since 


then, Iran has abandoned 
all limits the deal put on its 
program and quickly stepped 
up enrichment. 
Under the original nuclear 
deal, struck in 2015, Iran 
was allowed to enrich ura- 
nium only up to 3.67% purity, 
maintain a stockpile of about 
300 kilograms and use only 
very basic IR-1 centrifuges 
machines that spin uranium 
gas at high speed for enrich- 
ment purposes. 
The 2015 deal saw Tehran 
agree to limit enrichment 
of uranium to levels neces- 
sary for generating nuclear 
power in exchange for the 
lifting of economic sanctions. 
At the time, U.N. inspectors 
were tasked with monitoring 
the program. 
Monday’s report also said 
that Tehran has not recon- 
sidered its September 2023 
decision to bar IAEA inspec- 
tors from further monitoring its 
nuclear program and added 
that it expects Iran “to do so 
in the context of the ongoing 
consultations between the 
(IAEA) agency and Iran.” 
According to the report, 
Grossi “deeply regrets” Iran’s 
decision to bar inspectors — 
and a reversal of that deci- 
sion “remains essential to fully 
allow the agency to conduct 
its verification activities in Iran 
effectively.” q 


By JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Dairy-loving 
daredevils threw caution to 
the wind Monday for one of 


Britain’s most extreme annual 
events: Cheese rolling. 
Cheered by several thousand 
spectators, scores of reckless 
racers chased 7-pound (3 


kilogram) wheels of Double 
Gloucester cheese down the 
near-vertical Cooper’s Hill, 
near Gloucester in southwest 
England. The first racer to finish 
behind the fast-rolling cheese 
in each race gets to keep it. 
The races have been held at 
Cooper’s Hill, about 100 miles 
(160 kilometers) west of Lon- 
don, since at least 1826, and 
the sport of cheese-rolling is 
believed to be much older. 
The rough-and-tumble event 
often comes with safety con- 
cerns. Few competitors man- 
age to stay on their feet all 
the way down the 200-yard 
(180 meter) hill. 
This year’s hill was especially 
slippery and muddy after re- 
cent rain. Members of a local 


rugby club lined up at the 
bottom to catch the tumbling 
competitors. 
Tom Kopke from Munich, 
Germany won one of the 
three men’s races. He said 
attitude was more important 
than technique. 
“You start and then the adren- 
aline takes over and you just 
go, go go,” Kopke said. 
“Look at this event, look at 
this hill,” added the muddy, 
breathless winner. 
“England is mad. I love it.” 
Local competitor Josh Shep- 
herd and Dylan Twiss from 
Perth, Australia won the other 
two men’s downhill races. 
Abby Lampe from North Caro- 
lina triumphed in the women’s 
race with a lighting-fast roll 


that left the rest of the field 
far behind. 
“You just have to roll,” said 
Lampe, a graduate of NC 
State who also won in 2022. 
“There’s a little bit of pain, 
but it’s just going to be tem- 
porary.” 
Dozens of children and adults 
also competed in safer and 
slower, but no less grueling, 
uphill versions of the race, 
which are traditionally held on 
a late-May national holiday. 
About 20 miles (32 kilometers) 
away in the town of Tetbury, 
competitors carried sacks 
of wool weighing up to 60 
pounds (27 kilograms) over a 
240-yard (220-meter) course 
up and down steep Gumstool 
Hill. q 


Head of Iran’s atomic energy department Mohammad Eslami waves to media at the conclusion 
of his joint press conference with International Atomic Energy Organization, IAEA, Director General 
Rafael Mariano Grossi, left, after their meeting in the central city of Isfahan, Iran, on May 7, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Iran further increases its stockpile of uranium enriched to near 
weapons-grade levels, watchdog says 


Participants race with a wool sack on their shoulders during the 
annual Tetbury Woolsack Races in Tetbury, England, Monday, 
May 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Chasing cheese wheels or lugging sacks of wool, U.K. competitors 
embrace quirky extreme races 
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Today is going to be a good day 


(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba Today col- 
lected some things to do BEYOND the beach. 
Yes, we know. Aruba, located 15 miles north 
of Venezuela in the warm waters of the south- 
ern Caribbean, is home to beautiful white-sand 
beaches, 82-degree days, and thus ideal for 
the perfect beach day. But we are also blessed 
with some of the warmest people in the world 
and our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 70 square miles. Bit 
more to discover than the white stretch on the 
coastline we say. Let’s mention some of these 
hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 


The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We 
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s 
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro- 
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about 
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours 
are even free of charge. If you are not up to 
walking, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land- 
scape you end up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In 
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected 
nature with a richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban cat 
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi- 
tors’ Center. For more information, visit the web- 
site www.arubanationalpark.org 


Philip's Animal Garden 


To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz- 
ing place. Something different to do, an expe- 
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We 
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu- 
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from 


horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon- 
keys, goats, and many, many more different 
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it is 
the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat- 
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted 
in an amazing collection of these animals. They 
provide a suitable living environment for all 
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts; 
building all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities 
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary 
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input 
from the Aruban community and visitors they 
provide the best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more information: 
www.philipsanimalgarden.com. 


The Lighthouse 


No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the 
most known highlights in Aruba and many re- 
peated guests most probably took the ride up- 
hill already. But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb 
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds 
started the restoration of the California Light- 
house. The project finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con- 
struction of the California Lighthouse started in 
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam- 
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in 
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with 
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in- 
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you 
more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 


Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place 
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the 
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you 


are into a more active way to enjoy the nature: 
take a kayak. While you are doing some work- 
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-, 
you will see the island from a different perspec- 
tive. You can even make a stop to do some 
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for 
sure something else. There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe- 
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find 
them on Facebook. 


Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour 


A must-do activity on the island is for sure tak- 
ing an off-road sightseeing tour. If you have a 
rented car, you can drive through the north- 
eastern side of Aruba and explore the natural 
pools, caves, rock formations and gorgeous 
view of the Atlantic Ocean. To access most of 
these sights, like the natural pool (Conchi) and 
the Guadirikiri and Fontein caves, you must en- 
ter through the Arikok National Park and buy a 
day pass. Then you drive up the rugged road 
that leads you through the white dunes, caves 
and along the wind turbines. Other locations, 
like the Ayo and Casibari Rock formation are 
situated more in the center of the island, and 
are free for guests, 24 hours a day. 


Go for a shopping spree in the city center 


Need a new bathing suit? Head to the city 
center of Oranjestad, where there is countless 
of different stores—both high end and more af- 
fordable—that can offer you the service you 
deserve! Local shopping stores often offer a 
more affordable price, and have a variety of 
clothes, shoes, bathing suites, purses and more. 
Along the Royal Plaza strip, there are numerous 
jewelry stores with great quality jewelry. In the 
Renaissance mall, you can shop high-end luxu- 
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, Kate Spade, 
Louis Vuitton and more. 


Around the high-rise hotel area near Palm 
Beach, the Paseo Herencia Mall contain a va- 
riety of shopping stores, restaurants, small food 
stands and even a movie theater! q 
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Aruba enjoyed yet another successful Soul Beach Music Festival 


(Oranjestad) - This past 
weekend, in which Memo- 
rial Day is observed, Aruba 
had the pleasure to host 
once again Soul Beach Mu- 
sic Festival. A weekend full 
of laughter, joy, good music 
and long lasting connections 
made. 


The Soul Beach Music Festi- 
val is more than just a mu- 
sic festival, for the past 22 
editions of the festival it has 


been an experience curated 
in such a fantastic way that 
both visitors and locals alike 
look forward to it year in and 
year out. It is a place where 
you build new connections, 
new friendships, make new 
lifelong memories and gain a 
new home away from home, 
with the added bonus of 
great music and a wonder- 
ful experience. 


This year’s edition featured 


one of the biggest names 
in music and comedy, with 
iconic headliners like Mariah 
Carey, Boyz II Men, Earth- 
quake and DJ’s like DJ Jazzy 
Jeff, DJ Frank Si, DJ Trauma, 
DJ Envy, DJ Aktive and DJ 
Outkast. 


Although many of the tourist 
visiting our island during this 
time can enjoy of an array 
of activities and parties prior 
to the festival, it consists of 
3 main concerts that take 
place on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 


Friday kicks off the main con- 
certs with a Comedy Night 
This night was kicked off by 


with an amazing set by DJ 
Outkast who kept the party 
vibes going and the mood 
sky high. Paired with the 
hosting skills by the hilarious 
Chris Spencer, it set the per- 
fect stage for a night full of 
laughter and joy. 


The concert continued with 
its opening act by Chase An- 
thony, a multifaceted actor, 
comedian and former col- 
lege football player. Growing 
up with a childhood many 
would consider challenging, 
he used comedy as a way 
out of difficult situations and 
a way to make new friends. 
While working his day job 
he started performing at 
various comedy clubs and 
eventually went on to tour 
nationwide as the feature 
act with legendary come- 
dian Sinbad. 


He is an amazing story teller 
and even greater comedian 
who on friday kept everyone 
entertained with not only his 
jokes but perfect body lan- 
guage that painted every 
picture in a way that paired 
exactly with the scenarios 
and jokes being told. He 
weaved every joke together 
seamlessly and for an unfor- 
gettable night. 


The headliner for this night 
was the one and only Earth- 
quake, with almost 30 years 
of selling out rooms all over 
the United States and the 
world under his belt. Born Na- 
thaniel Stroman, he has mas- 
tered his craft as a beloved 
comedian, actor, voice artist 
and radio personality. He has 
exceeded his own expecta- 
tions as he continues to thrive 
in the comedy arena, as well 
as the success of his critically 
acclaimed comedy special 
Chappelle’s home Team - 
Earthquake: Legendary for 
Netflix, which was honored 
as the Comedy Special of 
the Year for that year by the 
New York Times. 


Earthquake was a natural on 
stage. He made the night 
feel as though it was a hang 
out session between friends 
telling each other stories, 
keeping it all relatable and 
using experiences that every- 
one in the venue could re- 
late to and have a laugh to. 
It was a genuine exchange 
of laughter between him 
and the audience, making 
the joy a tangible feeling for 
everyone present.q 


LOCAL A9 
Tuesday 28 May 2024 


Ever heard of the cah’i orgel? 
A key instrument in Aruban folklore music 


(Oranjestad)—The cah’i orgel mu- 
sic box is an important and unique 
instrument that is used on the ABC 
islands in the Dutch Caribbean. 
This instrument is a staple in our 
folklore music, and its significance 
in the traditions of Aruba has and 
continues to bring together the old 
and young. 


The origin of the cah’i orgel is said 
to have come from Europe around 
150 years ago. A cross breed be- 
tween the barrel piano and the 
organ, the most popular stories 
said that the instrument came 
from either England or Germany, 
but made its way to Italy down 
to Venezuela, where in 1881, Mr. 
Horatio Sprock (1866-1949) from 
Curacao was first introduced to it. 


After that, Sprock made his own 
cah’i orgel “Josefina”, and suc- 
cessfully debuted it on the streets 
of Barquisimeto. Back in Curacao, 
he started his own cah’i orgel busi- 
ness along with his brother Luis. In 
Aruba, it is said that the cah’i or- 
gel was introduced by Rufo Wever, 
who later in his career became 
one of the composers for the Aru- 
ban national anthem. 


Rufo Wever was a young musician 
in 1937 when he established his 
own cah’i orgel business on the is- 
land. Before that he experimented 
with his uncle’s cah’i orgel, and he 
over the years he learned to build 
and repair the instrument. In fact, 
he was incredibly skilled in this, and 
he was one of the few to have 


recognized from the start that the 
cah’i orgel is an instrument that 
needs preserving. 


As mentioned, the cah’i orgel is a 
music box. made from mahogany 
wood, it contains a cylinder with a 
maximum of eight music pieces. 
By rotating the lever on the front 
side of the box, the cah’i orgel pro- 
duces music similar to that of a pi- 
ano, and is accompanied often by 
someone else playing the “wiri”, a 
percussion instrument made out of 
steel and reminiscent to the Span- 
ish guiro. Back then, you would of- 
ten also find someone playing the 
triangle alongside the cah’i orgel 
and wiri. In Aruba, the cah’i orgel 
and wiri is used for traditional music 
genres, such as the Aruban waltz, 


tumba, mazurka and more.q 


Fun fact: another name for the 
cah’i orgel is the “tingilingi box.” 


Source: “E Cilinder Magico en- 
tre Aruba y Curaçao” by Marilyn 
Alcalá-Wallé, Herta Parabirsing- 
Balentina and Nidia Rosaria-Wallé. 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Costa Linda Beach Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great pleasure of recog- 
nizing Emerald Ambassadors of Aruba. The honorees were respectively 
honored with a certificate for their years of visits, loyalty, and love for the 
island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is presented on behalf of the Minister of Tour- 
ism as a token of appreciation and to say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or more consecutively. 


The three levels of honor are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Emerald Ambassadors 
Mr. Dominick & Mrs. Barbara Bodami from Daytona Beach Shores Florida, 
United States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems representing the Aruba Tourism Authority, and staff 
members of Costa Linda Beach Resort bestowed the certificate to the 
honorees, presented them with gifts, and thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation destination, as their home away from 
home. 


The top reasons for returning to Aruba provided by the honorees were: 
• 
Aruba’s people. 
• 
Aruba’s beach. 
• 
Aruba’s restaurants. 
• 
“Costa Linda Hotel” 
• 
“Gambling options” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and appreciation to the honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now 


(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 
culture has seen many sub- 
stantial developments over 
the course of a century. 
With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 
by the breakout of the Sec- 
ond World War and the 
general incentive for politi- 
cal independence during 
the mid-century, a cultural 
identity on the island be- 
gan to take form and have 
since developed through 
international and local in- 
fluences. 


In the pre-industrial era of 
the 19th century, much 
could not be said about a 
cultural identity on the is- 
land. Still being a part of a 
Dutch colonial territory at 
the time, as well as not hav- 
ing political or economic 
autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, 
cultural 
life, 
and 
politi- 
cal management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population 
of Aruba consisted mostly 
of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out 
to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 
states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E 
Bida Cultural (Literary His- 
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 
“during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no sig- 
nificant economic activity 
that could have created 
a cultural ambience, with 


only one way to generate 
profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami- 
lies.” 


It wasn’t until the intro- 
duction of the Lago Refin- 
ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 
that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifes- 
tations and entertainment, 
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 
(country) life to work in the 
refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 
economic pilar. Before this, 
entertainment and cultural 
manifestations were mostly 
experienced by local par- 
ishes and the island’s elite, 
who often partook in cul- 
tural and entertaining ac- 
tivities around the island, 
like going to the movie the- 
ater or coming together to 
share poetry on Sundays 
after church. 


Literary life 
Throughout the 19th cen- 
tury and up until the 1940s, 
there were also not much 


trace of a cultural climate 
for the cultural-literary sec- 
tor on the island. Primary 
education was introduced 
on the island in the mid- 
19th century, followed by 
secondary and higher edu- 
cation around the late 30’s 
and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 
1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement 
in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which 
allowed more space for 
and control over the eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment of Aruba, that the 
literary life on the island be- 
gan to grow substantially 
compared to decades be- 
fore. This was in response 
to local institutions estab- 
lished in the 1940s for cul- 
tural and literary growth 
on the island, but that did 
not yet capture the atten- 
tion of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a 
boom of literary produc- 
tion on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José 


Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil- 
liam Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary 
development on the island. 
The literary movement was 
further promoted by local 
broadcasters Voz di Aruba 
and Radio Kelkboom, with 
their regular broadcast of 
literary works. 


The 50s and 60s also saw 
the influence of interna- 
tional cultures, especially 
that of the United States. 
During this time, because 
of international influences 
as well as the continued 
prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form 
and become widespread, 
as different worldly and lo- 
cal concepts were intro- 
duced in the Aruban soci- 
ety. With the establishment 
of local television broad- 
cast station Tele-Aruba in 
1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs 
such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 
Land”) started to pay more 
attention to the Aruban 
culture and worked to form 
a cultural consciousness 
within the community. The 
1960s also saw the rise of lo- 
cal authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in 
producing works in our na- 
tive tongue, Papiamento, 


but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phe- 
nomenon was in response 
to the interaction between 
economic growth, individ- 
ual prosperity, cultural life 
and literary expression. 


The 21st century 
Nowadays, international in- 
fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 
from Latin America, the 
United States and The Neth- 
erlands. Nevertheless, there 
also exists a strong cultural 
identity and traditions that 
are exclusive to the Aruban 
culture, often manifesting 
during traditional celebra- 
tions, like Dia di San Juan/ 
Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 
Dia di Himno y Bandera 
(National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Eas- 
ter and much more. With 
the surge of social media 
in the last decade, artistic 
voices, especially those of 
the younger generation, 
has become even more 
prevalent and easily acces- 
sible to the community of 
Aruba through online plat- 
forms such as Facebook, 
Instagram and TikTok.q 


Source: Historia di Literatura 
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by 
J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas 
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How Aruban beaches came to be! 


(Oranjestad)—We’ve talked 
about the best beaches to 
visit on the island before, but 
have you ever wondered 
how Aruba got its white, san- 
dy beaches, and why there’s 
a clear difference between 
the northern and southern 
shores? Here are some fun 
facts about the development 
of Aruban beaches. 


How did Aruba get its white, 
sandy beaches? 
Aruba’s beaches have de- 
veloped over the span of 
thousands of years. Waves 
crashing on the rocky for- 
mations along our coast 
line (which consists mainly of 
coral reefs) have started to 
wear and tear the reefs over 
time, resulting in its gradual 
breakdown. Fish that feed 


off corals also contribute to 
this, one small bite at a time. 
Over the course of thousands 
of years, as waves continue 
to crash and fish continue to 
eat off the corals, sand starts 
to accumulate around the 
area. However, whether the 
sand stays there is another 
question to be answered, 
and this is where we high- 
light the biggest difference 
between the northern and 
southern coast of the island. 


The sand that accumulates 
around a torn coral reef is 
swept away along with the 
debris by the ocean stream. 
However, in areas where 
it’s shallow and the stream 
is weaker, the sand tends 
to sick to the bottom faster. 
This is why the beaches in 
the south—the areas with 
weaker stream and shallow- 


er ocean floors—has sand 
that stretches for miles. In 
contrast, the northern area, 
where the stream is much 
stronger and the ocean floor 
is much deeper, there is no 
sand present—they were 
swept away with the current! 
Why north deep, but south 
shallow? 
Ah! Good question…and 
interesting phrasing. 


Aruba is a continental island. 
The island actually forms part 


of South America, and the 
space between Aruba and 
the South American con- 
tinent is simply referred to 
as land that runs under the 
ocean. This is why it gets 
gradually deeper in the 
south, whereas the ocean 
floor in the north runs steeply 
to the bottom. q 


Source: archival document 
provided by the National Ar- 
chive of Aruba (ANA). 


Create museum memories 


ORANJESTAD — Museums are an inte- 
gral part of conserving and honoring 
cultures, and Aruba is no exception. 
Our Island has a wide selection of 
various museums for our locals and 
visitors to see. Take this opportunity 
to learn about our island and expe- 
rience a different day beyond the 
beach. Let us introduce to you these 
museums. 


Museum of Industry Aruba 
The Museum of Industry is located in 
San Nicolas—better known as the art 
capital of Aruba. This museum exhibits 
the industrial history of gold, aloe, 
phosphate, oil and tourism through 
elaborated displays and multimedia 
installations. 
The Museum of Industry is situated 
in the Water Tower in San Nicolas 
and narrates Aruba's industrial history, 
which began in the 19th century. 
The Water Tower was built in 1939 
and consists of three sections: the 


substructure, the high-rising vertical 
shaft, and the tank at the top. The 
Water Tower was purchased by the 
Monuments Fund in 2003 so it can 
be restored and preserved as one 
of Aruba's monuments. The Museum 
of Industry is part of Aruba Museum 
Foundation (Fundacion Museo Aru- 
ban), which is a foundation set to 
maintain, preserve, and protect the 
Aruban cultural sector, history, and 
nature. The museum of Industry is 
open daily from 9 am till 6 pm. 
For more information, check out their 
Facebook page Museum of Industry 
Aruba. 


Archaeological Museum of Aruba 
The Archaeological Museum of 
Aruba is located at Schelpstraat 42 
in downtown Oranjestad. The reno- 
vated historic Ecury complex in the 
area has been transformed from a 
family home to a modern museum 
that preserves Aruba’s Amerindian 


cultural heritage. This 21st century 
museum is especially designed to 
preserve valuable artifacts dating 
back to the Pre-Ceramic period of 
2500 BC. 


In the late 1980’s, AMA identified 
its need for an adequate housing 
for its collection and activities. After 
studying various options, a project 
proposal was drawn up, including the 
acquisition and restoration of historical 
buildings in downtown Oranjestad. 


These historical buildings were formerly 
the property of the Ecury family. The 
“Ecury Complex”, is a cluster of single 
and two-story historic buildings, mainly 
Dutch colonial architecture from the 
late 19th and 20th century on a plot 
of approximately 1.700 m2. 


In 1997, the Aruban Government 
bought the complex for the National 
Archaeological Museum project. 
In 2004, a financial agreement was 
signed with the European Develop- 
ment Fund and in 2006, restoration 
and construction work began on the 
monumental buildings and the soon- 
to-be exhibition space. In December 


2007, the key to the complex was 
delivered and the museum’s employ- 
ees moved to the new location. The 
final design for the exhibit was com- 
pleted in November 2007 and the 
permanent exhibit, financed by the 
Aruban Government and the Union 
of Cultural Organizations (UNOCA), 
opened in July 2009. 


At the new location, the National 
Archaeological Museum Aruba dis- 
poses of approximately 500 m2 for 
its permanent exhibit. This exhibit 
conveys information on the origin 
and culture of the first inhabitants 
of the island through archaeologi- 
cal objects and modern exhibition 
techniques. The new permanent 
exhibit gives the visitor an insight 
into the cultures that inhabited the 
island in Pre-Historical and Early His- 
torical times. The museum also hosts 
attractive public programs, includ- 
ing lectures, educational projects, 
temporary exhibits and workshops. 


The museum is open daily from 9:30 
am till 4:30 pm. For more information 
check out the Facebook page Museo 
Arqueologico Nacional Aruba.q 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: May 01 - May 28 2024 


A13 
Tuesday 28 May 2024 
BUSINESS 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber : Tel.582 1780 
San Nicolas: 
Aloe:Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle Beach 
2 BR 2 Bath WK 21 room 
1204/1206 
Price :$ 8100 each 
2 BR 2 Bath WK 21 room 1405 
Price : $ 8760 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK 20 room 1128 
1 BR WK 20 room 1134 
1 BR WK 20 room 1132 
Price : $ 4020 each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Cumana near C- Mart 
super Market near airport 
10 min drive to niki beach 
eagle beach and palm beach 
2 BR 3 1/2 bath 
With and appartment and pool 
Price : $ 450,000 
Call:011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 
Washington Noord 
5 min drive to eagle Beach and 
Palm beach 
5 BR 4 Bath 
Price : $ 500,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 
Boroncana Noord 
5 min drive to eagle beach and 
palm beach 
3 BR 2 Bath with 1 appartment 
Price :$600,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Fixer upper ocean view 
savaneta near Zee Rover 
5 min walk to the ocean 
2 BR 2 Bath 
Price : $280,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share relief 
Want to sell ? 
Call us 37 years doing business 
We sell or buy 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


_______________________________217822 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm Beach 
Gold season 
2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean view 
Price : $12 ,000 
2 BR 2 Bath Ocean side 
Price :$ 13,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 Bedroom 2 Bath ocean side 
Price :$25 ,000 
2 Bedroom 2 bath ocean front 
Price : $50,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 19 room # 1230 
/1234 
Price :$3600 each 
2 BR 2 Bath WK # 19 room # 
1201 /1202 
Price :$8100 each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle Beach 
2 BR 2 Bath WK 19 room 1405 
Price : $ 8760 
2 BR 2 Bath WK 20 room 1303 
Price :$ 8100 
2 BR 2 Bath WK 21 room 1201 
Price :$8100 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


_______________________________217821 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Member 
countries kicked off the 
World 
Health 
Organiza- 
tion’s annual assembly on 
Monday with hopes of im- 
proving global readiness 
for deadly outbreaks like 
COVID-19, after an ambi- 
tious “pandemic treaty” 
ran aground last week. 
Health officials are racing 
to get the world to agree 
to new ways to prepare 
for and fight an inevitable 
future pandemic. COV- 
ID-19 is fading into history 


Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), observes the assembly, during 
the opening of the 77th World Health Assembly (WHA77) at 
the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Monday, May 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


World Health Assembly 
hopes to reinforce 
pandemic preparedness 
after bold treaty project 
stalls 


as elections and crises like 
climate change and war 
compete for the public’s 
attention.q 
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By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri- 
cans who spend Memorial 
Day scouting sales online 
and in stores may find more 
reasons to celebrate the 
return of warmer weather. 
Major retailers are stepping 
up discounts heading into 
the summer months, hop- 
ing to entice inflation-wea- 
ry shoppers into opening 
their wallets. 
Target, Walmart and oth- 
er chains have rolled out 
price cuts some perma- 
nent, others temporary with 
the stated aim of giving 
their customers some re- 
lief. The reductions, which 
mostly involve groceries, 
are getting introduced as 
inflation showed its first sign 
of easing this year but not 
enough for consumers who 
are struggling to pay for 
basic necessities as well as 
rent and car insurance. 
The latest quarterly earn- 
ings reported by Walmart, 
Macy’s and Ralph Lauren 
underscored 
that 
con- 
sumers have not stopped 
spending. 
But 
multiple 
CE0s, including the heads 
of McDonald’s, Starbucks 
and home improvement 
retailer Home Depot, have 
observed that people are 
becoming more price-con- 
scious and choosy. They’re 
delaying purchases, focus- 
ing on store brands com- 
pared to typically more 
expensive national brands, 
and looking for deals. 
“Retailers recognize that 
unless they pull out some 
stops on pricing, they are 
going to have difficulty 
holding on to the custom- 
ers they got,” Neil Saun- 
ders, managing director of 
consulting and data analy- 
sis firm GlobalData, said. 
“The consumer really has 
had enough of inflation, 
and they’re starting to take 
action in terms of where 
they shop, how they shop, 
the amount they buy.” 
While discounts are an ev- 
eryday tool in retail, Saun- 
ders said these aggressive 
price cuts that cover thou- 
sands of items announced 
by a number of retailers 
represent a “major shift” in 
recent strategy. He noted 


most 
companies 
talked 
about price increases in 
the past two or three years, 
and the cut mark the first 
big “price war” since be- 
fore inflation started taking 
hold. 
WHERE CAN SHOPPERS FIND 
LOWER PRICES? 
Higher-income 
shoppers 
looking to save money 
have 
helped 
Walmart 
maintain strong sales in 
recent quarters. But ear- 
lier this month, the nation’s 
largest retailer expanded 
its price rollbacks tempo- 
rary discounts that can last 
a few months to nearly 
7,000 grocery items, a 45% 
increase. Items include a 
28-ounce can of Bush’s 
baked 
beans 
marked 
down to $2.22, from $2.48, 
and a 24-pack of 12-ounce 
Diet Coke priced at $12.78 
from $14.28. 
Company executives said 
the Bentonville, Arkansas- 
based retailer is seeing 
more people eating at 
home versus eating out. 
Walmart believes its dis- 
counts will help the busi- 
ness over the remainder of 
the year. 
“We’re going to lead on 
price, and we’re going to 
manage our (profit) mar- 
gins, and we’re going to 
be the Walmart that we’ve 
always been,” CEO Doug 
McMillon told analysts ear- 
lier this month. 


Not to be outdone by its 
closest 
competitor, 
Tar- 
get last week cut prices 
on 1,500 items and said 
it planned to make price 
cuts on another 3,500 this 
summer. The initiative pri- 
marily applies to food, bev- 
erage and essential house- 
hold items. For example, 
Clorox scented wipes that 
previously cost $5.79 are on 
shelves for $4.99. Huggies 
Baby Wipes, which were 
priced at $1.19, now cost 
99 cents. 
Low-cost 
supermarket 
chain Aldi said earlier this 
month that it was cutting 
prices on 250 products, in- 
cluding favorites for barbe- 
cues and picnics, as part 
of a promotion set to last 
through Labor Day. 
McDonald’s plans to in- 
troduce a limited-time $5 
meal deal in the U.S. next 
month to counter slowing 
sales and customers’ frus- 
tration with high prices. 
Arko Corp., a large opera- 
tor of convenience stores 
in rural areas and small 
towns, is launching its most 
aggressive deals in terms 
of their depth in roughly 20 
years for both members of 
its free loyalty program and 
other customers, accord- 
ing to Arie Kotler, the com- 
pany’s chairman, president 
and CEO. For example, 
members of Arko’s free loy- 
alty program who buy two 


12-packs of Pepsi beverag- 
es get a free pizza. The pro- 
motions kicked off May 15 
and are due to end Sept. 3. 
Kotler said he focused on 
essential items that people 
use to feed their families 
after observing that the cu- 
mulative effects of higher 
gas prices and inflation in 
other areas had customers 
hold back compared to a 
year ago. 
“Over the past two quar- 
ters, we have seen the 
trend of consumers cutting 
back, consumers coming 
less often, and consumers 
reducing their purchases,” 
he said. 
In the non-food category, 
crafts chain Michaels last 
month reduced prices of 
frequently purchased items 
like paint, markers and art- 
ist canvases. The price re- 
ductions ranged from 15% 
to up to 40%. Michaels said 
the cuts are intended to be 
permanent. 
DO THESE CUTS BRING PRIC- 
ES BACK TO PRE-PANDEMIC 
LEVELS? 
Many retailers said their 
goal was to offer some 
relief for shoppers. But Mi- 
chaels said its new dis- 
counts brought prices for 
some things down to where 
they were in 2019. 
“Our intention with these 
cuts is to ensure we’re de- 
livering value to the cus- 
tomer,” The Michaels Com- 


panies said. “We see it as 
an investment in customer 
loyalty more than anything 
else.” 
Target said it was difficult to 
compare what its price-re- 
duced products cost now 
to a specific time frame 
since inflation levels are dif- 
ferent for each item and 
the reductions varied by 
item. 
The Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics, which tracks consumer 
prices, said the average 
price of a two-liter bottle 
of soda in April was $2.27. 
That compares with $1.53 in 
the same month five years 
ago. A pound of white 
bread cost an average of 
$2 last month but $1.29 in 
April 2019. One pound of 
ground chuck that aver- 
aged $5.28 in April cost 
$3.91 five years ago. 
WHY ARE COMPANIES CUT- 
TING 
PRICES 
ON 
SOME 
ITEMS? 
U.S. consumer confidence 
deteriorated for the third 
straight month in April as 
Americans continued to 
fret about their short-term 
financial futures, according 
to the latest report released 
late last month from the 
Conference Board, a busi- 
ness research group. 
With 
shoppers 
focusing 
more on bargains, particu- 
larly online, retailers are try- 
ing to get customers back 
to their stores. Target this 
month posted its fourth 
consecutive quarterly de- 
cline in comparable sales 
those from stores or digital 
channels operating at least 
12 months. 
In fact, the share of on- 
line sales for the cheapest 
items across many cat- 
egories, including clothing, 
groceries, personal care 
and appliances, increased 
from April 2019 to the same 
month this year, according 
to Adobe Analytics, which 
covers more than 1 trillion 
visits to U.S. retail sites. 
For example, the market 
share for the cheapest 
groceries went from 38% in 
April 2019 to 48% last month, 
while the share for the most 
expensive groceries went 
down from 22% to 9% over 
the same time period, ac- 
cording to Adobe.q 


Cashiers process purchases at a Walmart Supercenter in North Bergen, N.J., on Feb. 9, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Major retailers are offering summer deals to entice inflation-weary 
shoppers 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
Bill Walton, who starred for 
John Wooden’s UCLA Bru- 
ins before becoming a Hall 
of Famer for his NBA career 
and one of the biggest stars 
in basketball broadcasting, 
died Monday, the league 
announced on behalf of 
his family. Walton, who had 
a prolonged fight with can- 
cer, was 71. 
He was the NBA’s MVP 
in the 1977-78 season, a 
two-time champion and a 
member of both the NBA’s 
50th anniversary and 75th 
anniversary teams. That fol- 
lowed a college career in 
which he was a two-time 
champion at UCLA and a 
three-time national player 
of the year. 
“Bill Walton,” NBA Com- 
missioner Adam Silver said, 
“was truly one of a kind.” 
Walton, who was enshrined 
in the Hall of Fame in 1993, 
was larger than life, on the 
court and off. His NBA ca- 
reer disrupted by chronic 
foot injuries lasted only 468 
games with Portland, the 
San Diego and eventually 
Los Angeles Clippers and 
Boston. He averaged 13.3 
points and 10.5 rebounds 
in those games, neither of 
those numbers exactly re- 
cord-setting. 
Still, his impact on the game 
was massive. 


His most famous game was 
the 1973 NCAA title game, 
UCLA against Memphis, in 
which he shot an incredible 
21 for 22 from the field and 
led the Bruins to another 
national championship. 
“One of my guards said, 
‘Let’s try something else,” 
Wooden told The Associ- 
ated Press in 2008 for a 35th 
anniversary 
retrospective 
on that game. 
Wooden’s response dur- 


ing that timeout: “Why? If it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” 
They kept giving the ball to 
Walton, and he kept deliv- 
ering in a performance for 
the ages. 
“It’s very hard to put into 
words what he has meant 
to UCLA’s program, as well 
as his tremendous impact 
on 
college 
basketball,” 
UCLA coach Mick Cronin 
said Monday. “Beyond his 
remarkable 
accomplish- 


ments as a player, it’s his re- 
lentless energy, enthusiasm 
for the game and unwaver- 
ing candor that have been 
the hallmarks of his larger 
than life personality. 
“As a passionate UCLA 
alumnus and broadcaster, 
he loved being around our 
players, hearing their sto- 
ries and sharing his wisdom 
and advice. For me as a 
coach, he was honest, kind 
and always had his heart 


in the right place. I will miss 
him very much. It’s hard to 
imagine a season in Pauley 
Pavilion without him.” 
Walton retired from the 
NBA and turned to broad- 
casting, 
something 
he 
never thought he could be 
good at and an avenue 
he sometimes wondered 
would be possible for him, 
because he had a pro- 
nounced stutter at times in 
his life. 
Turns out, he was excellent 
at that, too: Walton was an 
Emmy winner. 
“In life, being so self-con- 
scious, red hair, big nose, 
freckles and goofy, nerdy- 
looking face and can’t talk 
at all. I was incredibly shy 
and never said a word,” 
Walton told The Oregonian 
newspaper in 2017. “Then, 
when I was 28 I learned 
how to speak. It’s become 
my greatest accomplish- 
ment of my life and every- 
body else’s biggest night- 
mare.” 
The last part of that was just 
Walton hyperbole. He was 
beloved for his on-air tan- 
gents. He sometimes ap- 
peared on-air in Grateful 
Dead T-shirts; Walton was a 
huge fan of the band and 
referenced it often, even 
sometimes recording satel- 
lite radio specials celebrat- 
ing what it meant to be a 
“Deadhead.”q 


Basketball Hall of Fame legend Bill Walton laughs during a practice session for the NBA All-Star 
basketball game in Cleveland, Feb. 19, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Bill Walton, Hall of Fame player who became a star broadcaster, 
dies at 71 


By IAN NICHOLAS QUILLEN 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Kyle 
Stowers had three hits, in- 
cluding two doubles and a 
career-high four RBIs, Ryan 
Mountcastle also had three 
hits and the Baltimore Ori- 
oles cruised to a 11-3 victo- 
ry over the Boston Red Sox 
on Monday. 
Cedric Mullins added a 
two-run triple as Baltimore 
scored five runs in the 
fourth off Boston’s Cooper 
Criswell (2-2) to help open 
the series with its fifth con- 
secutive win. 
Cole Irvin (5-2) pitched five 
shutout innings in a return 
to the rotation spurred by 


the Orioles placing John 
Means and Dean Kremer 
on the 15-day injured list 
last week. 
Criswell allowed seven runs 
six earned over four innings 
as Boston lost its third out 
of four overall and fourth 
straight against Baltimore. 
Five of the Orioles’ six hits 
off the right-hander went 
for extra bases. 
Romy Gonzalez hit a three- 
run triple in the eighth off 
Baltimore’s 
Thyago 
Viei- 
ra, who let all five batters 
reach in his club debut. 
A second-round selection 
in the 2019 MLB draft that 
produced Orioles stars Ad- 
ley Rutschman and Gunnar 


Henderson, the 26-year-old 
Stowers has struggled to 
find time in Baltimore’s line- 
up, but made the most of 
his 33rd career start. 
After lining out in the sec- 
ond, Stowers came up 
again with the bases load- 
ed and none out, and 
drove Criswell’s 2-2 chan- 
geup the opposite way. 
Left fielder Jarren Duran 
started in on the ball, then 
couldn’t retreat in time as 
it landed in the grass shy of 
the warning track, growing 
Baltimore’s lead to 4-0. 
Stowers 
added 
another 
double in a scoreless sixth, 
then drove in two more 
runs in the seventh with a 


single against the Red Sox’s 
Brad Keller.q 


Baltimore Orioles’ Kyle Stowers reacts after he doubled in two 
runs during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the 
Boston Red Sox, Monday, May 27, 2024, in Baltimore. 
Associated Press 


Kyle Stowers has career-high 4 RBIs as Orioles topple Red Sox 11-3 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — The noise was 
loud and relentless, a cho- 
rus of thousands of belt- 
ing out “ Ra-fa! Ra-fa! “ 
whenever their guy found 
the occasional moment 
of brilliance of the sort he 
has conjured up so often at 
the French Open and else- 
where through the years. 
The 15,000 or so on hand 
roared their support when 
Rafael Nadal stepped out 
into Court Philippe Chatrier 
on Monday, voices echo- 
ing under the closed roof 
of a place he called “mag- 
ical for me.” When the 
14-time champion at Ro- 
land Garros approached 
the net for the prematch 
coin toss. When he took his 
swings during the warmup. 
And, especially, when he 
whipped 
his 
trademark 
topspin lefty forehand or 
chopped 
his 
two-fisted 
cross-court backhand or 
placed a volley perfectly 
to claim a point. 
The problem for Nadal, and 
for his fans, is that there 
were not nearly enough 
such points for him against 
Alexander 
Zverev. 
Not 
enough vintage play to al- 
low his nearly 38-year-old, 
oft-injured body to claim 
one more victory, no mat- 
ter how much the folks in 
the stands tried to will that 
to happen. And so he lost 
6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3 in the first 
round of the French Open 
to Zverev in what might 
turn out to be Nadal’s last 
match at the clay-court 
tournament he dominated 
for so long. 
“If it’s the last time that I 
played here,” Nadal said, 
“I am at peace with my- 
self.” 
It is the first time in his long 
and illustrious career that 
Nadal has been beaten in 
two consecutive matches 
on clay courts he lost to Hu- 
bert Hurkacz at the Italian 
Open on May 11 and the 
first time he has dropped 
a match earlier than the 
fourth round at the French 
Open. 
“The last two years, I have 
been working and go- 
ing through probably the 
toughest process in my ten- 
nis career with the dream 
to come back here. At 


least I did,” Nadal said. “I 
mean, I lost, but that’s part 
of the business.” 
He had indicated 2024 
likely would be his last sea- 
son, but he said Saturday 
he is not absolutely certain 
he be at the French Open 
again. He reiterated that 
after only his fourth defeat 
in 116 career matches at 
the place. 
“I am not saying I am retir- 
ing today,” said the Span- 
iard, whose 1 1/2-year-old 
son, Rafael Jr., sat on his 
mother’s lap in the stands. 
While Nadal said it’s doubt- 
ful he’ll enter Wimbledon, 
which he won twice and 
starts on July 1, he did 
note he hopes to return to 
Roland Garros later that 
month, when the Olympics’ 
tennis competition will be 
at the French Open site. 
Monday’s match ended in 
anticlimactic fashion, with 
the 22-time Grand Slam 
champion unable to play 
his customary way after 1 
1/2 years of hip and ab- 
dominal injuries. He had 
hip surgery during the 2023 
French Open, the first time 
he missed it since winning 
his debut there as a teen- 
ager. 
“My body has been a jun- 
gle for two years. You don’t 
know what to expect,” 
Nadal said. “I wake up one 
day and I (felt like I had) a 
snake biting me. Another 
day, a tiger.” 


Nadal, who turns 38 on 
June 3, has been limited to 
16 matches and an 8-8 re- 
cord since the start of last 
year. His infrequent play 
dropped his ranking to No. 
275, and he was unseeded 
for the French Open for the 
first time; he’d never been 
anything worse than the 
No. 6 seed in 18 previous 
appearances. 
That is why Nadal ended 
up facing the No. 4-seed- 
ed Zverev, the runner-up 
at the 2020 U.S. Open, a 
gold medalist at the Tokyo 
Olympics and the only man 
to reach the semifinals in 
Paris each of the past three 
years. 
Nadal’s other losses at Ro- 
land Garros came against 
Robin Soderling in 2009, 
and against Novak Djokov- 
ic in 2015 and 2021. 
Djokovic, owner of 24 ma- 
jor championships and the 
man Nadal played against 
more than any other, sat in 
the stands Monday, as did 
younger stars Iga Swiatek 
and Carlos Alcaraz. Also 
there: Nadal’s uncle, Toni, 
who used to be his coach. 
Not surprisingly, it was dif- 
ficult to spot so much as 
a single empty chair any- 
where in the arena on what 
many realized could be a 
historic occasion. 
Here and there, when Nad- 
al was able to come up 
with the goods and get the 
better of his opponent, he 


would yell “Vamos!” and 
throw that celebratory up- 
percut that became so 
familiar, from the days of 
muscle shirts and Capri 
pants to Monday’s look of 
sky-blue sleeves and stan- 
dard-length white shorts. 
His numerous and vocal 
supporters would respond 
in kind, thrusting their fists 
in the air right along with 
him or shaking their red- 
and-yellow Spanish flags or 
clapping to the beat of a 
drum. 
If Nadal put a ball into the 
net, or sailed one wide or 
long, the groans of disap- 
pointment filled the chilly 
air. Between points, espe- 
cially when he was trying 
to navigate a difficult spot, 
it was so quiet that a pi- 
geon’s coos were audible 
from a corner of the sta- 
dium. 
Nadal began shakily, with 
a misplayed drop shot and 
a double-fault contributing 
to getting broken at love. 
He got broken again to 
end the first set. 
The 6-foot-6 (1.98-meter) 
Zverev is a talented player 
coming off a title on clay 
at the Italian Open. The 
27-year-old 
German 
le- 
verages every bit of his 
long legs and consider- 
able wingspan to cover 
the court well and unleash 
tough-to-corral 
ground- 
strokes. 
As he plays in Paris, he is 


awaiting Friday’s start of 
a trial in a Berlin court re- 
lated to accusations of do- 
mestic abuse made by an 
ex-girlfriend. Zverev does 
not need to be present at 
the court and has said he 
won’t be there. 
On Monday, there were 
two stretches, albeit brief, 
where Nadal looked as 
though he might be able to 
find enough muscle memo- 
ry to make this a close con- 
test. 
In the second set, right af- 
ter he flubbed a backhand 
and hung his head, Nadal 
faced a pair of break points 
that would have put Zverev 
up 3-1. Nadal escaped, 
using a 116 mph (187 kph) 
ace and a 117 mph (188 
kph) service winner to hold, 
before breaking for a 3-2 
lead. 
Roars. 
Not so fast. Nadal served 
for that set at 5-4, but 
Zverev broke at love, then 
was superior in the ensuing 
tiebreaker. 
At the start of the third 
set, Nadal again erased a 
pair of break points, then 
broke for a 2-0 lead with 
an on-the-run forehand. He 
pumped his fists, gritted his 
teeth and screamed, “Va- 
mos!” 
More roars. 
Once more, though, Nadal 
failed to sustain it and soon 
was back at 2-all. Zverev 
broke to lead 5-3, and that 
essentially was that. Nadal 
said his body felt as well 
as it has in a while during 
practice, and he finally 
could move without limita- 
tions, but he hasn’t been 
competing enough lately. 
“To hold your level (with) 
this amount of energy, this 
amount of concentration,” 
he explained, “you need to 
be playing often.” 
Addressing the fans direct- 
ly, Nadal said: “The feel- 
ings that you made me feel 
here are unbelievable. I re- 
ally hope to see you again, 
but I don’t know. Merci 
beaucoup.” 
And with that, he gathered 
his bags and headed to the 
locker room, but not before 
stopping to look around. 
He applauded right back 
at those applauding him 
and saluting him with one 
final chant. q 


Spain’s Rafael Nadal clenches his fist after scoring a point against Germany’s Alexander Zverev 
during their first round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium 
in Paris, Monday, May 27, 2024. 
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14-time champion Rafael Nadal loses in the French Open’s first round 


